Cryptic otalgia: a case of Munchausen syndrome in a pediatric patient.
This paper reports a case of Munchausen syndrome in a pediatric patient. The patient, a 13-year-old boy, presented with a complaint of persistent otalgia. As a result of the patient's deception of his physicians, he underwent numerous unnecessary investigations and two unnecessary operative procedures. The patient's deception included the simulation of a cerebrospinal fluid leak. The literature with respect to Munchausen syndrome in the pediatric patient is reviewed. Emphasis is placed on the fact that physicians, by their investigations and treatments, inflict most of the morbidity on this group of patients. Specific warning signals as well as an approach for management of these patients are also reviewed.